Reading with RIC
We have introduced new reading lessons in school called ‘Reading with
RIC’. RIC stands for ‘Retrieve, Interpret, Choice’. Children will focus on
rich texts and then explore a question
focussed on developing a specific
reading skill. They record this learning in a Reading Journal. The lessons
strengthen children’s literal, inferential and analytical comprehension
skills. In Years 1-6, children have two 45- minute RIC lessons a week.
In Year R they have three 15- minute reading lessons where the children will talk about a picture and verbally answer retrieval questions.

Reading
at Park Primary School

Reading across the curriculum
At Park Primary, we ensure our entire
curriculum includes opportunities to
read. Children practise and develop
their reading skills throughout the
day. This includes their daily literacy
lesson and other subjects such as science and history. In Year R, there are
reading opportunities provided in both
the inside and outside learning spaces.

Individual Reading
At Park Primary we aim to hear each child read their individual reading book at least once every two weeks and record this in their reading log. This does not mean your child is only reading once every two
weeks. They also have RWI and RIC lessons, as well as daily literacy
lessons and a rich reading curriculum.

At Park Primary School we teach children to
read in a number of ways. This booklet aims
to inform parents of the strategies we use.

Home Reading Books

Library Books

Children are able to choose a coloured and numbered book to
bring home from a selection eg Yellow Books – Level 9. Although
these are sorted into banded groups using specified criteria,
there is still some variety, and you may find that your child
reads some books more easily than others. When children have finished the
colour banded scheme, they become a
‘Free Reader.’ Children are able to
change their book when they have completed it, although in Year R and KS1 we
encourage children to read a book more
than once to develop fluency, confidence and vocabulary. Each teacher will
organise a time for children to change
their book during the school day.

The children visit the library every week and are able to select a book
of their choosing. This is really important to support a growing love
of reading. Library books will not always match the child’s reading
level, so these are books which
benefit from being shared with
an older sibling or adult. You
can read the text to your child
or look at and discuss the text
and pictures together.

Reading Logs
A note should be made in your child's reading log when they
have read at home to an adult. Free Readers still need to practise
reading aloud on a regular basis. We encourage you to read with
your child at least 4 times a week. This does not mean your child
has to read the whole book; a few pages and a short discussion
about what they have read is more beneficial than reading the
entire book over an extended session. Free readers may read a
chapter or two to themselves, then read aloud a page or two before discussing the story or text with an adult.

Children will have their reading logs checked each week and the
number of times they have read will be tallied. If they have read
4 or more times in a week they will become a ‘Star Reader’ for
the week. They will then have their name put into a raffle draw
where a selection of names are pulled out at the end of each term
to win a prize for themselves or the whole family.
As Reading Logs are not checked every day, please do not use
these as a way to communicate important information to your
child's teacher.

Read Write Inc
All children in Years R, 1 and 2 and some children in Years 3-6 have
a daily Read Write Inc (RWI) phonics and reading session for 45
minutes. In Year R this starts with 5-10 minutes a day and will increase to around 30 minutes throughout their first year of school.
RWI is a phonics based programme which helps children learn to
read whilst also developing a wide range of vocabulary and encouraging a love of stories. Children are regularly assessed and then
grouped according to their stage not age, so classes will be mixed
and taught by trained teachers and teaching assistants.
In RWI sessions, children read books with words that contain previous or new sounds taught. They learn to read words by sounding
them out, as well as by sight to develop fluency. The children read
a RWI book at school at least three times before we send a copy
home. These books may be a different colour to the banded and
numbered books children bring home throughout the week. This is
because they are from different schemes. Please read these books at
least once at home. There are also questions at the back of the book
which you can discuss the book with your child.
Some children will also have an additional phonics session in the
afternoon. Sometimes this will be for a couple of days, or it may be
for a longer period of time. If your child has regular additional
phonics support, we will write you a letter to
let you know, and invite you to come in to
find out your child's target and how we are
helping them.

